ASFC 97-1M 
CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


Council of the Faculty of Arts and Science 


Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, February 6, 1997 


Present: G. Valaskakis, Chair; M. Yates; J. Abcarius; J. Appleby; P. Bird; J. Bottenburg; V. Bridger; 


P. Bright; W. Bukowski; W. Byers; J. Capobianco; M. Clarke; N. Eddy; J. Fiset; L. Géfin; J. Grad; 
J. Hillel; D. Howes; I. Irvine; J. Jans; C. Kaillo; R. Kilgour; L. Lequin; M. Mohamed; M. Newman; 
P.Thornton; R. Perigoe; M. Pruska-Carroll; E. Raudsepp; I. Robinson, D. Salée; R. Schmid; 
V. Serruya; A. Sharma; D. Sheps; H. Shulman; M. Singer; R. Swedburg; M. Taylor; P. Théberge; 
C. Vallejo; M. West; J. Woodsworth 


Regrets: C. Draimin 


Absent: F. Belair; A. Blackduck; K. Bolh; J. Byrnes; D. Frost; M. Gomez; S. Jafferali; K. Janna; J. Lightstone; 


F. Lowy; N. MacLean; M. Malik; D. Markiewicz; K. McMurray; C. Parr; S. Richter 


Guests: A. Alleyne; J. Bauer; D. Brind'Amour; J. Chaikelson; D. Chambers; D. Cheeke; G. Decarie; D. Dicks; 


M. Dixon; A. Hamalian; B. Harris; M. Kanters; A-M. Laurin; C. Maillé; A. McAusland; 
H. Patenaude; E. Newman for S. Ruby; R. Schade; N. Segalowitz; D. Shulman; K. St.Seymour; 
R.Smith; T. Too for V. Bowker; M. Von Grunau 


Documents considered or distributed at the meeting: 
> ASFC 97-1M-A: Elections/Ratifications 
> ASFC 97-1M-B: Exchange of Courses with McGill 
> ASFC 97-1M-C/SCAPP 96-71-D1: Our Immediate Future 
> ASFC 97-1M-D: Interdisciplinary Clusters 


Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 4:05 p.m. 


Approval of Agenda 
ASFC 97-1M-1 It was moved and seconded (Robinson/Schmid) that the agenda be approved. Carried. 


Approval of Minutes for the Meetings of November 15 and 29, 1996 
ASFC 97-1M-2 It was moved and seconded (Taylor/Schmid) that the minutes be approved. Carried. 


Remarks from the Chair 

¢ In reference to Item 9, Our Immediate Future, the Chair drew attention to the corrections submitted by the 
Provost to Mr. Noonan, as well as the motions passed at the SCAPP meeting the previous week. 

e E-mails received in the Dean's Office in response to Our Immediate Future will be copied and sent to the 
Provost for his information. 

« A seven-step process as an aid for discussion of Our Immediate Future was included with package. 

e People who wish to respond in regard to programs which might be cut in March, should do so by February 
20th to the Priorities and Planning Committee, and personal representation to the committee may be made 
on 24th and 25th of February. The Dean and P&P Committee to make representation to the Provost before 
March Ist. 

¢ Senate meeting of February 14th might be moved to February 28th considering the above. 
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Questions and Announcements 
There were none. 


Reports from Other University Bodies 


Dr. Woodsworth reported on the SCAPP meeting of December 12th; each Faculty presented its planning 
document. SCAPP meeting of January 30th; the Provost's report was widely discussed by other faculties. 
There were questions raised on its accuracy and rationale, as well as the Provost's right to intervene in 
curricular affairs. Concern was expressed that losing programs would deter students. After approval of two 
additional clauses, the document was passed. 

Dr. Singer reported on the recent Senate meetings. At the December 6th meeting, the Lightstone Planning 
document was discussed; Honorary degrees were approved. At the December 13th meeting there was 
discussion on the future of the University. 


Elections and Ratifications 

Arts and Science Faculty Council: 

Shelina Jafferali (BIOL) was ratified (Jans/Bridger) as undergraduate student member (one-year term). 
Judith Grad (APSS) was ratified (Bridger/Mohamed) as graduate student member (one-year term). 

Arts and Science Faculty Honours Committee: 

Shelina Jafferali (BIOL) was ratified (Bridger/Serruya) as undergraduate student member (one-year term). 
Arts and Science Election Committee: 

Dr. Lois Baron (EDUC) and Prof. Ross Perigoe (JOUR) declared elected by acclamation (one-year terms). 
Arts and Science Curriculum Committee: 

Dr. Alan Nash (GEOG) declared elected by acclamation to replace Dr. Gagnon term ending May 31, 1999. 


Interdisciplinary Clusters 

Dr. Woodsworth explained that the subject had been discussed at a previous Chairs’ meeting. A description of 
the twelve clusters would go into the Undergraduate Schedule. Students who decide to opt for a cluster, would 
be able to choose electives in a more meaningful way. It was stressed that the courses involved were existing 


COUrses. 


ASFC 97-1M-3 It was moved and seconded (Newman E./Shulman) that to put Clusters into the 


Undergraduate Schedule now before Council has decided what the future of this Faculty 
should be, is ridiculous and it would be undignified to proceed. 
Defeated. 


ASFC 97-1M-4 It was moved and seconded (Woodsworth/Thornton) that the document ASFC 97-1M-D 


and its appendices be approved by Faculty Council and be placed in the Undergraduate 


Schedule. 
Carried. In favour 25, opposed 2, abstentions 2. 


Our Immediate Future ASFC 97-1M-C/SCAPP 96-71-D 
The Dean moved Council into a session of a Committee-of-the-whole for one hour for discussion of the 


document. 
The following motions were then carried: 


Faculty of Arts and Science 
Council Meeting, February 6, 1997 


Page 3 


ASFC 97-1M-5 It was moved and seconded (Singers/Byers) that the Arts and Science Faculty Council 


a) 


b) 


ASFC 97-1M-6 


ASFC 97-1M-7 


ASFC 97-1M-8 


resolves that: 


We reject the document, "Our Immediate Future" and demand its immediate 
withdrawal; and 

We insist that admission to existing academic programmes should not be suspended 
without the explicit approval of Senate upon the recommendation of the appropriate 
Faculty Council. 

Carried. 37 for; 0 opposed; 2 abstentions. 


It was moved and seconded (Shulman/Pruska-Carol) that a copy of the tape- 
recorded Committee-of-the-Whole discussion be sent to the Rector. 
Carried. 27 for; 0 opposed; 4 abstentions. 


It was moved and seconded (Newman/Eddy) that the Faculty of Arts and Science 
declares that the Provost and Vice-Rector, Research has overstepped his mandate 
in attempting to drastically alter the academic nature of this Faculty by 
circumventing our established consultative process. 

Carried. 34 for; 1 opposed; 1 abstention. 


It was moved and seconded (Théberge/Robinson) that the Faculty of Arts and 
Science has committed itself to a process of participatory planning that has already 
resulted in substantial academic change and financial savings for the University. 
The Arts and Science Faculty demands that the Provost and Vice-Rector, Research, 
respect and participate in this ongoing process. 

Carried. 25 for; 0 opposed; 7 abstentions. 


The Dean agreed to present these Arts and Science Faculty Council motions at the Senate meeting scheduled 
for February 7th as Notices of Motions. She stressed, however, that her own strategy would be to stop the 
Immediate Future document and to reaffirm our own process. Further, she felt it was important to make motions 
that, though negative, had constructive ideas. If the University would fail to cut substantially, CREPUQ had the 


power to intervene. 


ASFC 97-1M-9 


It was moved and seconded (Taylor/Vallejo) that the Provost and Vice-Rector 
Research and the Dean act in consultation to provide leadership in academic 
planning involving academic units and in accordance with established university 
planning procedures. 

Defeated. For 4; against 17, abstentions 4. 


Student member, V. Serruya, stated that as a student she supported Council in its motions on the Immediate 
Future, and would urge her fellow students to do the same. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 
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Exchange of Courses with McGill - Religion Department (ASFC 97-1M-B) 

Dr. Robinson introduced the document. He described an agreement with McGill which involved exchanging 
1997-98 Graduate Course Schedules, some courses therein would be given by McGill only, and others by 
Concordia only. McGill courses taken by Concordia students would show Concordia numbers, and vice versa. 
Dr. Bright expressed surprise that the Department of Theology was not included in the dialogue between McGill 
and Concordia, and asked Dr. Robinson if the exclusion was deliberate. Dr. Chaikelson informed Council that 
being on the Committee of McGill and Concordia Cooperation, she was able to state that this agreement 
concerning the Religion Department was considered a pilot project. Prof. Sheps stressed that we (Council) 
should be careful about what goes on without our knowledge. In conclusion, the Dean stated she would take this 
issue to the Faculty Curriculum Committee for discussion of the process with report back to Council this 
academic year. 


Other Business 
There was none. 


Notices of Motion 
There were none. 


Next Meeting 
Friday, February 28th, 1997, at 2:00 p.m. 


Adjournment 
ASFC-97-1M-10 It was moved and seconded (Eddy/Hillel) that the meeting adjourn at 7:15 p.m. 


